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WANNA BUY A WAR? 


Joe Penner’s “wanna buy a duck” 
sag Was, once upon a time, funny — 
specially when restricted to ducks. 
en applied to wars, as is now the 
ase with France in Indo-China, it 
1olds no hint of humor. Right now 
*rance, because of pressures at home, 
s in the position of wishing very much 
.o get out of the war in Indo-China, 
olding on, if possible, to some of her 
-olonial advantages but at least, get- 
‘ing out! 

The United States, on the other hand 
n her containment policy with regard 
Communism, is very anxious to see 
she war continued, if possible by the 
¥rench and Vietnamese themselves, 
and if not possible by as large a group 
of states as can be arranged. As a last 
wresort the U. S. itself appears to be 
srepared to enter on a full scale war 
in Indo-China to thwart communist 
spower there. 


Wanna Buy a War? 

Our present policy seems to be that 
of holding France in the war by means 
of economic pressures combined with 
a tacit agreement not to block her in 
holding on to such colonial powers as 
she can maintain for herself. However 
even with military supplies and assis- 
tance from America the war seems to 
be a hopeless one for France. She 
would like right now to sell an Indo- 
China war to the U. S. for whatever 
she can get out of it. The question as 
France sees it is, “How can we get 
anything for our war in Indo-China— 
or, in short, “who wants to buy a 
duck”—a dead duck at that? The only 
possible buyer seems to be the United 
States. 


The Price? 


There are two possible prices that 
the U. S. might be willing to pay for 
maintaining the war in Indo-China. 
The first is all out participation in the 
war coupled with a guarantee of com- 
plete independence for the Indo-Chi- 
nese. Such a guarantee would gain for 
the Indo-Chinese themselves some de- 
termined support for the war such as 
they have been willing to give when it 
seemed to them only a war to support 
French colonialism. (Offers of indepen- 
dence within the French Union com- 
ing so late seem to be regarded with 
some suspicision by the Vietnamese. ) 
Here, if we lost one ally in France, we 
would at least gain a potential one in 
the Vietnamese people. France of 
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Indianapolis, Indiana 


INSTITUTES ON RACE 
RELATIONS 


Three Institutes set up to discover 
Christian democratic means of remov- 
ing the barriers that divide mankind 
and of eradicating discrimination, seg- 
regation, racial injustice, and viola- 
tions of human rights are scheduled 
for the summer of 1954. Sponsored by 
the Interdenominational Committee on 
Cooperative Work in Race Relations, 
the Institutes are distributed geo- 
graphically across the U. S. as follows: 

e Pepperdine College, Los Angeles, 
California 
July 12-17 

e Lincoln University, Pennsylvania 
July 19-24 

e National College for Christian 

Workers, Kansas City, Missouri 

August 2-7 

The Disciples have open to them a 
quota of ten persons for each Institute. 
Registration is open to all those who 
are interested. Ministers and other 
church leaders who have attended such 
Institutes in past years have recom- 
mended highly the experience and 
training. Cost will be $30 which in- 
cludes registration, room and board. 
For fuller information and application 
form, write: Department of Social 
Welfare, UCMS, 222 South Downey 


Avenue, Indianapolis 7, Ind. 
L.H.D. 


LAST CALL FOR WORK CAMPS 


Final assignments to Disciples of 
Christ work camps will be made in a 
few weeks. At present the quota of 
U. S. work campers for Jamaica is 
practically filled. Some places are still 
open in our domestic work camps at 
Hazel Green, Kentucky, and Jarvis Col- 
lege at Hawkins, Tex. Some partial 
scholarships for those who need them 
are available for the camps in this 
country. The project for Hazel Green 
is the building of a church and for the 
Jarvis camp, working upon the con- 
struction of a new dining hall. 

e Those interested should write immed- 
iately to Barton Hunter, 222 South Downey 
Avenue, Indianapolis 7, Indiana. 


McCARTHY 


THE PROGRESSIVE, Madison, Wisconsin, 
the magazine established by Robert La Fol- 
lette, Sr., and continued by his son, Bob Jr., 
has published a 94-page special issue docu- 
menting McCarthy’s record, together with an 
index citing all sources. PRICE: 75c for 
single copies, or free, with a trial subscrip- 


tion of 9 months for $2.65. 


May, 1954 


NATIONAL COUNCIL DEFENDS 
FREEDOM 


The General Board of the National 
Council of Churches, at its meeting on 
March 17, 1954, adopted a statement of 
its Committee on the Maintenance of 
American Freedom dealing with Con- 
gressional investigations. The sub- 
stance of the statement follows: 

“TI, One such threat (to American 
freedom) has come from procedural 
abuses by Congressional committees. 
Remedial measures are now being pro- 
posed, and we commend the President, 
the leaders of both major parties and 
members of Congress who have spoken 
out and demanded reforms. If these 
reforms are to be adequate, they should 
Provide Protection from at least the 
following: 

“1. The stigmatizing of individuals 
and organizations on the basis of un- 
supported accusations and casual asso- 
ciations. 

“2. The forcing of citizens, under 
pretext of investigation of subversive 
activities, to testify concerning their 
personal economic and political beliefs. 

“3. The functioning of congressional 
committees as legislative courts to de- 
termine the guilt or innocence of indi- 
viduals. 

“4, The denying of ‘witnesses’ op- 
portunity to bring out material favor- 
able to their side of the case through 
questions, by witnesses’ own counsel 
and opportunty to test the validity of 
accusations through cross examination 
of accusers. 

“5. The permitting to a committee 
member or counsel the reading into the 
record against a ‘witness’ defamatory 
material and charges without requir- 
ing the accuser personally to confront 
the accused. 


“6. The usurping by Congressional 
committees of powers not granted to 
Congress by the Constitution and their 
failing to concentrate on their primary 
task of collecting information for pur- 
poses of new legislation. 

“7. The scheduling of hearings, sub- 
poenaing of witnesses and evaluating 
their testimony by the chairmen of 
committees without the concurrence of, 
or consultation with, their fellow com- 
mittee members. 

“8. The releasing from the files of a 
Congressional committee of so-called 
‘information’ consisting of unverified 
and unevaluated data in such a way 
that the committee can be used to help 
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IT DEPENDS ON WHOSE FOOT 
THE SHOE PINCHES! 


I suppose that in the entire history 
of Congressional investigations no 
committee chairman has been more 
ruthless and insulting to persons ap- 
pearing before him than Senator JOS- 
eph McCarthy. The treatment given to 
General Zwicker was so characterized 
by both Zwicker and Army Secretary 
Stevens. It appears to be a part of hmis 
technique to browbeat and abuse 
those whom he holds to be guilty sim- 
ply because some “wandering minstrel” 
like Elizabeth Bentley, Louis Budenz 
or Whitaker Chambers says they are. 
Persons called before him have at times 
been permitted to bring along counsel, 
but counsellors have been warned that 
they could not do more than advise 
their clients privately and under no 
circumstances to ask questions. Ac- 
cusers have not been compelled to face 
those they accuse or to submit to cross- 
examination. In fact, McCarthy sees 
to it that his informants are protected 
against all attempts to test their credi- 
bility and truthfulness. 


But when Senator McCarthy is on 
the spot it is a different story. Then he 
demands the right to cross examine, 
acting as his own lawyer. This right 
he ought to have, as the American Civil 
Liberties Union has already pointed 
out. But what he demands for himself 
he ought to grant to others. There can- 
not be one law for Joe McCarthy and 
another for the other 160,000,000 
Americans. He has graciously agreed 
to step down from the chairmanship 
of the committee while he is under 
examination. Under pressure he has 
also agreed to relinquish his seat on 
the committee for the duration of the 
hearing, but continues his familiar 
routine of meeting charges with sensa- 
tional countercharges. 


This underscores the crying need for 
Congress to enact legislation to govern 
the conduct of its committees. At pres- 
ent 11 bills have been introduced in 
the House to establish such rules, but 
none of them call for drastic changes 
and none of them are expected to pass 
unless public sentiment compels Con- 
gress to act. 

J.A.0. 
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_>Hydrogen Bomb—The capital city is 
garbed in the beauty of its cherry blos- 
soms and magnolia trees. Inside the 
Atomic Energy Commission building it 
is with a sense of unrealism that re- 
porters hear Adm. Lewis Strauss, AEC 
chairman, describe the latest hydro- 
gen bomb tests in the Pacific and hear 
him declare crisply, “We can now take 
out any city?” 

“Any city?” ask the disbelieving re- 
porters; “New York?” “Yes; the met- 
ropolitan area,” Adm. Strauss replies. 

Suddenly the cherry blossoms aren’t 
there any more, only charred stumps 
and the reeking fumes of burning 
buildings and human bodies. For this 
beautiful city is a Number One target 
area. And it takes just one bomb. 

Militarism has now brought society 
to the point moralists have long pre- 
dicted it would. Man now posseses the 
power to destroy civilization by war. 
Not at some future date, but now, with 
weapons tested, proven, and in cheap 
mass production at this very moment 
in both armed camps. Mankind, still 
struggling to get out of his selfish, ego- 
centric infancy so far as organization 
of international society is concerned, 
has been presented with a post-gradu- 
ate scientific weapon. Civilization 
treads a hazardous course from now 
on. 


—>Rays of Hope—A few rays of hope 
shine through even the darkest clouds. 
For centuries men have warred with 
one another over possession of fertile 
valleys, desirable ports, and mineral- 
rich colonies. Atomic energy could 
make all of this out of date. The vast 
power which can destroy an island, if 
harnessed, can do man’s work and can 
make even the poorest land rich in the 
fruits of material abundance. It is no 
easy panacea, but if men collectively 
could harness atomic energy for good 
rather than evil, a new era would dawn 
for mankind. That is the major hope 
of American policy-makers today. But 
it is a futile hope unless man can learn 
to share instead of hoard, and unless 
machinery can be created to keep the 
power-mad dictator from seizing hold 
of the forces of science. The biggest 
question in Washington is whether a 
bold enough program can be drafted 
to meet the crisis which now besets 
civilization. 

—>“Do-Good” Programs Face End—So 
far as the leadership of the House of 
Representatives is concerned, a num- 
ber of “do-good” programs are going 
to be scrapped. The House has cut off 
$6,000,000 from the funds of the USIA 
(United States International Educa- 
tional Exchange Activities) which 
means that 2,682 students, leaders, and 
specialists from abroad who were to 
have come to the U. S. for study, and 
1,465 Americans who were to have gone 
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abroad must now stay home, unless! 
the Senate restores the cut. Sen. J. W} 
Fulbright (D., Ark) author of thd 
scholarship plan, has said that thd 
“economy” cuts the heart out of thd 
program. 

The exchange program has done 
much to promote goodwill and spreads 
“know-how.” The same House Ap- 
propriations Committee which saids 
America cannot afford to continue it} 
has authorized $1.2 billion for new) 
atomic development, enough to keepé 
the exchange program going for 200} 


connected with making war faces simi- 
lar economy cuts, and it is going to be 
discouraging to watch them go. Yet! 
Americans think of themselves as a/ 
peace-loving people and of foreign lead- 
ers who watch present developments 
in American policy with undisguised 
alarm as simply easy dupes for Com-{ 
munist propaganda. 

—>“Pink’ Commentators—A new “par- 
ty line” is developing among conserva- 
tives. Watch it grow during coming 
months. If newspaper writers and ra- 
dio commentators are critical of Mc- 
Carthy, Velde, and Co. and do not pa- 
plaud all policies initiated by their par- 
ty, they are now to be subject to the 
standard treatment—a smear attack. 
“Left-wing columnists” is one of the 
standard catch-phrases now being em- 
ployed here. No attempt is made, of 
course, to answer the criticism of the 
press. The only reply is to be a sneering 
name-calling campaign. 

—>Good Senator Leaves—Another good 
senator has retired from the political 
scene Edwin C. Johnson (D., Colo.). 
A conservative middle-of-the-roader, 
Johnson will be sorely missed by church 
groups not only because of his consis- 
tent opposition to U.M.T., but because 
he was one of the few strong temper- 
ance advocates left. His recent bill to 
bar breweries from owning profes- 
Sional baseball teams has stirred in- 
terest. Johnson, noting the way base- 
ball is used to advertise beer on radio 
and television, said it is coming to be 
“beer-ball,” and is undermining rather 
than building up the youth of America. 
A veteran of 18 years in the Senate, Ed 
Johnson made no secret of the fact 
that he was discouraged and disgusted 
with political life when he turned down 
virtual certain re-nomination and re- 
election. Another good man, a conserv- 
ative who is quitting Congress is Rep. 
Carl T. Curtis (R. Nebr.). When good 
men shun public office, the field is 
that much more open for demagogues. 
More adequate salaries for congress- 
men would be a help. The present in- 
adequate salaries are certainly not 
from an overall point of view, an econ- 
omy for the country. 


*Mr. Everett is a Washington correspondent who 


writes for many religious NEWS services 


ON SOCIAL FRONTIERS 


|. Making Juvenile Criminals. Judge 
jparold N. Fields of the Marion County 
i{indianapolis) Juvenile Court told the 
#overnors’ Crime Commission on April 
that of the 1245 Juvenile cases han- 
led by him during the past year many 
. ‘ere from broken homes and in a ma- 
jp rity of cases one or both parents were 
ipceoholics. Sergeant John McDermott, 
oad of the narcotics squad of the Chi- 
jago Police Department said that dur- 
ig the past three years Chicago police 
Fave arrested 27,000 persons accused 
‘f narcotic addiction and narcotic sell- 


g. 


Within 90 days after a boy or girl 
egins taking dope, said Sgt. McDer- 
nott, the boy becomes a criminal and 
ne girl becomes a “moocher” or a 
rostitute. The demand for the drug is 
0 insatiable that the addict will do 
nything to get it. 


\ 


* * * 


Changes Needed. The Crime Com- 
mission agreed that among other 
hanges needed are a new intermedi- 
te institution for 16-18 year olds, to 
separate them from the younger boys, 
«a better system of parole, with trained 
~arole officers free from political con- 
-rol, more competent judges, and bet- 
ser laws. The results of the study will 
zo to the Indiana General Assembly at 
the 1955 session. 


* * * 


Unique Race Relations Case. The 
American Civil Liberties Union 
(March 29, 1954, Feature Press Serv- 
ice) reports that Mrs. Shirley Mae 
Lesser, white, was awarded a divorce 
from her husband, Alvin Edward Les- 
ser, with custody of her infant chil- 
dren. After the divorce Mrs. Lesser 
married a Negro. Whereupon her for- 
mer husband entered suit for custody 
of the children, alleging that “the new 
home environment was detrimental to 
the children’s best interest.” The lower 
court could find no evidence that condi- 
tions in the new home were harmful 
to the children’s welfare, but did award 
him custody of the children on the 
rrounds that the inter-racial marriage 
lid, in fact, prejudice the children’s 
best interests. Mrs. Lesser is appealing 
the decision. 


eK 


Air Pilots and Liquor. In 1953 the 
International Bureau against Alcohol- 
‘sm in Lausanne initiated a study to 
vet the facts relative to rules of air- 
ines concerning the use of liquor by 
pilots. All U. S. airlines, except South- 
ayn Airways, Inc., according to the 
report, require 24 hours abstinence be- 
fore flights. Southern is listed as re- 
yuiring only 12. Five European lines 
require 12 hours and five only 8 hours 


abstinence. J.A.C. 
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EXCHANGE OF PERSONS 
IN DANGER 


From a modest beginning in the 
Western Hemisphere in 1938 the U. S. 
Government educational-exchange ac- 
tivities have expanded until they are 
now on a world-wide basis since more 
than 60 foreign countries have partici- 
pated in the exchange of persons for 
the purposes of study, teaching, lectur- 
Ing, research, and other educational ac- 
tivities under the various-grant-in-aid 
programs conducted by the Depart- 
ment of State. 


“In $ and cents—” 


For the fiscal year 1955 the Depart- 
ment of State requested an appropria- 
tion of $15 million, a sum which would 
sustain the program at its present lev- 
el. The House Appropriations Commit- 
tee has cut the budget recommendation 
$6 million below the President’s re- 
quest, allowing for 1955 $9 million in- 
stead of the $15 million requested. 


People and Programs 

This means nearly a death blow to 
the educational activities program be- 
cause—l1. all educational exchange pro- 
grams would be eliminated in 46 coun- 
tries; 2. the program of leader and 
specialist exchange in the 21 Fulbright 
countries would have no funds, nor will 
there be funds for either student or 
leader specialist programs in the 50 
countries where there is no Fulbright 
program; 3. the entire teacher educa- 
tion program will be eliminated; 4. the 
educational exchange provisions of the 
Buenos Aires Convention would be 
eliminated ; 5. no administrative money 
is provided for carrying out the Fin- 
nish program; 6. the entire overseas 
personnel working on educational ex- 
change would be eliminated; 7. no 
funds are provided for continuing 
American Reception Centers; 8. no 
funds are provided for the continua- 
tion of American Language Centers; 
9. all programs would have to be elimi- 
nated in Latin America. 

Disciple Participation 

The teen-ager program in which the 
Disciples have participated for five 
years has been a small part of the 
tota! exchange, but nevertheless, a very 
effective one. For the year 1954-1955 
this program has been cut 50% and 
there is no guarantee that it can be con- 
tinued beyond this year. 

Letters Make a Difference 

The Joint Committee for Interna- 
tional Educational Exchange Activities 
started hearings on this issue April 19. 
Anyone who feels that such a program 
ig vital in contributing to the better 
understanding between peoples which 
plays such a significant role in main- 
taining world peace may register his 
convictions by writing to Senator Stiles 
Bridges, chairman of the Joint Com- 
mittee at Senate Office Bldg., Wash- 
ington, D. C. Letters to members of the 
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A NEW LIFE FOR THEM— 
IF WE HELP 


The Refugee Relief Act of 1953 pro- 
vides that a qualified refugee or refu- 
gee family may emigrate to the U. S. 
provided that an American citizen as- 
sures the government of suitable em- 
ployment, housing, and against the 
immigrant becoming a public charge. 


The Department of Social Welfare 
acting as the resettlement agency for 
the Disciples of Christ, is cooperating 
with Church World Service in trying 
to find a new home and a new life for 
100,000 of the 214,000 rooted refugees, 
provided for in the Act. Details of the 
legislation are outlined in the Decem- 
ber, 1958, issue of News-Letter. How- 
ever, briefly stated again, the import- 
ant requirements to be met are: 1. 
sponsors must be American citizens; 
2. housing must be guaranteed ; 3. pub- 
lic charge assurance validated; 4. suit- 
able employment certified by the local 
office of the U. S. or State Employment 
Service. 


Prospective sponsors may apply for 
a specific refugee (family) they wish 
to sponsor; or they may specify the 
type of refugee (family) they desire. 
If the latter is done the department will 
submit description (dossiers) of per- 
sons or families from which a sponsor 
may select one. Assurance forms are 
available upon request to the depart- 
ment of social welfare along with de- 
tailed information for completing and 
filing the assurances. For further in- 
formation about the program write 
to the Department of Social Welfare, 
pee S. Downey Ave., Indianapolis 7, 
nd. 


R.E.M. 


Committee will also be helpful in mak- 
ing the voice of the “grass roots” con- 
stituency heard, especially if the com- 
mittee member is from your state. 
Members include: House Sub-commit- 
tee—Ohio, Clifford Clevenger; Frank 
J. Bow; Oregon, Sam Coon; New York 
F. R. Condert, Jr., John J. Rooney; 
Georgia, Prince H. Preston, Jr.; Flor- 
ida, Robert L. Sikes; Senate Sub-com- 
mittee—Mass., Leverett Saltonstall; 
Mich., Homer Ferguson; Wisconsin, 
Jos. R. McCarthy; Calif., Wm. F. 
Knowland; So. D., Karl E. Mundt; IIl., 
Everett M. Dirksen; Nevada, Pat Mc- 
Carran; Ala., Lister Hill; La., Allen A. 
Ellender; W. Va., Harley M. Kilgore; 
Ark., John McClellan; Wash., Warren 
G. Magnuson; ex-officio., N. J., E. 
Alexander Smith; R. I.; Theodore 
F. Green; Iowa, Burke B. Hicken- 
looper. 


In writing, urge the restoration of 
the appropriation to the original re- 
quest of President Eisenhower for the 
International Educational Exchange 
Activities for the fiscal year of 1955. 


R.E.M. 


CHURCH AND MINORITY 
GROUP EMPHASIS IN YOUNG 
PEOPLE’S AND ADULT 
CONFERENCES 


The Department of Religious Educa- 
tion at its Annual Field Staff in Feb- 
ruary voted to encourage the use of 
minority group persons as faculty 
members or exchange conferees by 
every Conference Director who felt 
that he could. Arrangements have been 
made so that some funds are to be 
available from the National Youth 
Work office to help pay travel expenses 
of minority group representatives. 

Details of the arrangements are to 
be sent to each Conference Director. 


Wanna Buy—Cont. from p. 1 


course does not care for this price. 
What it menas is that she would be giv- 
ing her dead duck away instead of sell- 
ing it. : 
France much more favors a price 
that would allow her to remain in Indo- 
China as a colonial power if possible. 
Such a price she sees in the following. 
If the U. S. would grant trade conces- 
sions to Communist China then China 
might be willing to withdraw her aid 
to the Indo-Chinese communist forces. 
Without Chinese aid then France could 
win her war and remain a colonial 
power in Southeast Asia. Why should 
the U. S. pay such a price? Because, 
reasons France, she may not know that 
the duck is practically dead. If Ameri- 
ca refuses to pay the price, then France 
threatens to get out of Indo-China al- 
together and to throw the duck and 
the feed bill in human lives in the U. 
S. lap. Since U. S. public opinion is 
certainly not conditioned to full scale 
participation in another “Korea”, 
therefore reasons France, she will be 
willing to give trade concessions to 
China in return for human lives 
(French) in Indo-Chinese combat. 


A Christian Position? 

If any of the assumptions that the 
governments involved are now dealing 
with are valid, then, it is high time 
that Christians began to insist on a 
new approach to the whole problem. 
To begin with, as has been pointed out 
repeatedly, complete independence 
would give the Vietnamese a spiritual 
basis for resisting communism. With 
this viewpoint Americans ought to be 
in complete sympathy. Our first 
step therefore should be insistence up- 
on complete independence now for 
Indo-China. France might not be hap- 
py with such a decision but she has 
really little choice in the matter. Sec- 
ond if it is true, as the French seem 
to believe, that China would withdraw 
support from the Indo-China rebels in 
return for the opening up of trade with 
Red China then it is high time that our 
government begin to explore the possi- 
bilities in this direction, not as a price 
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for keeping the French in the war but 
as a way of getting the Chinese out 
of it. 


To allow the people of Indo-China to 
settle their own affairs with a mini- 
mum of outside interference would 
seem to be in the long tradition of 
American policy. To prevent another 
“Korea” with its consequent cost in 
human life and welfare certainly 
would be expressing the will of the 
majority of the American people. To 
restore trade relations with China, ex- 
cepting for military supplies, must 
come sooner or later anyway if we are 
to have a peaceful world. 


Why buy a dead duck? soi 


National Council—Cont. from p. 1 


spread and give credence to malicious 
gossip. 

“TI, Another threat has come from 
competition among rival Congressional 
committees, creating the impression 
that they seek publicity, personal ag- 
grandizement and political advantage 
rather than basic facts. 


In order to concentrate energy on the 
legitimate and essential tasks of re- 
sisting the Communist threat .. . we 
urge the establishment of a single Joint 
Congressional Committee for the inves- 
tigation of subversive activity. 

“TII. A more basic threat has been 
a growing tendency on the part of our 
people and their representatives in 
government to suppose that it is within 
the competence of the state to deter- 
mine what is and what is not Ameri- 
Caleerr. 


“TV. Aggravating these threats to 
American freedom is the prevailing 
mood of restlessness and tension. This 
arises in part from the real menace of 
communism which our nation is resist- 
ing by strength. It arises in part from 
the lack of a sense of security within 
our people which no physical strength 
can produce. Spiritual security can be 
achieved only by strengthening the na- 
tion’s faith in God. The responsibility 
for deepening this faith rests with the 
churches.” 

J.A.C, 


IT’S IN YOUR MAIL NOW! 


e That letter announcing the free ma- 
terials available for your observance 
of Freedom and Democracy Sunday, 
July 4... and we gratefully acknowl- 
edge the services of the following Disci- 
ple ministers in the preparation of 
these materials: Edward Bartunek, 
Christian Church, Cortland, Ohio; El- 
lis Cowling, United Christian Church, 
Pompey, New York; Harold R. John- 
son, Christian Church, Mather, Pa. 


Return Your Order Card Today! 


; (May 10th is our “printing order dead- 
line”’.) 


A VOICE OF SANITY IN BEDLA 


Elmer Davis Rhodes scholar, for- 
mer New York Times staff man, 
novelist, short story writer, and politi-. 
cal reporter, sounds a badly needed 
note of sanity and common sense In| 
his new book, But We Were Born Free | 
(Bobbs-Merrill, Indianapolis, $2.79). | 
Davis, recipient of several honorary 
degrees and a half dozen press awards, 
has been the top news commentator for 
the American Broadcasting Company | 
since 1939. From 1942 to 1945 he took 
time out to head the Office of War In- 
formation. He has established a nation- 
wide reputation for balance and ob-- 
jectivity in his reporting and writing. 


In his chapter “Through the Perilous | 
Night” he shows how senators and 
representatives make a “racket” out | 
of Congressional investigations— | 
though he does not use the term—vying 
with each other to get certain cases or 
witnesses which may make “juicy” 
headlines. He recognizes the legitimate 
function of Congressional investiga- 
tions and that many of them are con- 
structive and valuable. However, oth- | 
ers like that of the Senate Internal Se- | 
curity Committee under Senator Pat 
McCarran, ‘‘would have shocked even > 
such a Federalist fanatic as Mr. Jus-— 
tice Samuel Chase.” Senator Jenner 
who now heads that committee will be 
remembered chiefly for his characteri- 
zation of General Marshall as “a living 
lie.” Rep. Velde, chairman of the House 
Un-American Activities Committee 
got himself in bad when he mistakenly 
attributed to Mrs. Agnes Meyer, wife 
of the publisher of the Washington 
Post, an article in Pravda written by 
another Mrs. Meyer, and again when 
he staged his attack on Bishop Oxnam. 
Worst of all, however, was his attempt 
to subpoena former President Truman, 
Mr. Justice Tom Clark and Governor 
Byrnes of South Carolina to testify be- 
fore his committee regarding the 
Harry Dexter White case. Attorney 
General Brownell had prepared to re- 
open the case, but Velde beat him to 
the punch and issued the subpoenas. 
This was such a flagrant violation of 
the separation of powers that his Re- 
publican colleagues put him in the dog- 
house for it. However, it is for Senator 
McCarthy that Davis reserves his most 
scathing comment, saying that he gives 
out a false statement today to get head- 
lines while planning another tomor- 
row to blunt the edge of the revelation 
that the first was false. His chapter on 
“Improving on the Founding Fathers” 
is the most devestating analysis of the 
Bricker Amendment I have seen. 


“Are We Worth Saving?” Davis 
thinks we are. But to save ourselves 
we must suppress “the revolt of the 
primitives.” “This republic was not 
founded by cowards; and cowards will 


not preserve it.” Altogethe - 
lent book! nee 


J.AC. 


